stafion and filled out a reporf. But
finding our thief didn't seem like their
top priority. “You don't get it,” | wanted to
scream at the policemen. "Everything
was in my backpack. You need to find
my bag!” But | knew [ wouldn't do any
good, so | turned to Monga and said,
“We have fo look ouiselves.” We
searched the streets for five hours—-but
fhen it got dark and we had to give up.
The police found a guy with
our bags the next day. He'd golien rid
of most of our stuff and emptied
out my wallet before they found him.
When | told my mom about thai, she
got worried. “He couwld use your license
and account numbers to sign up for
stuff,” she warned. But 1 thought she
was overreacting. | mean, we canceled
the credit card. Plus, he was a guy—
what could he possibly do with my 1D7?

TR BE AL AMAD
Two years later, in March 2003, | went
o a local bank and applied for my first
credit card. The teller processed my
social security number and said, "We
can’t give you a card—you have
delinguent reports on your account.”
I had no idea what she was tatking
about. “No, I don'tt” 1 shot back. She
said, “You have an unpaid celi phone
bill * But that's impossible, | explained.
“| don't have a celi phonel”

As | walked to my car, | was so
frustrated that tears sireamed down

my face. Why was there a cell phone
in my name? How couild it be so bad
that I couldn't even get a $500-limit
credit card? 1 didn't have a clue how
| was going o straighien this mess out.

When | got home, my mom helped
me go oniine to order & credit report
that would list all my debt so | could
figure out what was geing on. There
were three Verizon charges totaling
$1,318, billed from different California
addresses. it also showed a lot of failed
attempts to get celt phones from other
providers. Therni | looked at the dates—
they were all from March 2001-—right
after the theft That's when it hit me:
Someone had stolen my identity!

! started to flip cut. I'd heard about
identity theft on TV bul | never knew
anyone who'd had it happen to them.

“‘But wait,” my mom said. “This
shouldn’t have happened. After the
rehhery, | put out a fraud afert to protect
you.” She explained that this warned
creditors to wait 90 to 120 days before
granting me—or someone who might
be posing as me---credit. But Verizon
siifl let somecne open an account. We
guessed that the parson—or thief—did
this using my social security card,
which had been in my stolen wallet.

T
i

if my mom hadntput out that alert, the
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person using my {0 could have charged
sa much more in my name. Buf even
getting rid of my $1,300 debt was a big
ardeal. For a year | had to maif things
back and forth o the credit agencies.
Like, they needed the palice report and
proof that I'd never lived in California.
Finally, this January, | was completely
cleared—and could get a credit card!
I'm so careful about how { handle
my [ now. | never ieave things in the
car, and | shred everyvthing—receipts,
bank statemenis, and bills—to be
exira safe. Even so, my social security
card is stilt in some thief's hands.
And I'm scared someone might steat
my identity again. £

SEl Having good credit is important because
ut showe you re responsible with money—and that’s something
you ‘It need to prove if you want things like a credit card or a car.

EMTITY THEST SQURCE ANGELENE ORTH. SOURCES. MCAFET SBECURITY, FEDERAL TRALE DOMMISSION. FELERAL BUREAMN GF INVE ST IGATY 3

REIS IMAGES. AMNTIDNAL RESEARCH 37 RESIOCA SOLA AND KRISTEN GOALS. TP




